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Week Ending Friday, August 29, 2008

The President’s Radio Address
August 23, 2008

Good morning. Before they left Wash-
ington for their August recess, Congress
failed to take action on an issue that is cur-
rently of great concern to Americans: high
prices at the gas pump.

The fundamental reason for high gasoline
prices is that the supply of oil is not keeping
pace with demand. To reduce pressure on
prices, we need to increase the supply of oil,
especially oil produced here at home. So in
June, I called on Congress to open up more
of America’s domestic oil resources for explo-
ration, including offshore exploration of the
Outer Continental Shelf. The American peo-
ple overwhelmingly support this proposal.
But throughout the summer, the leaders of
the Democratic Congress have refused to
allow it to come to a vote.

Now that the pressure to take action has
become overwhelming, Democratic leaders
in Congress have changed their strategy.
Rather than attempting to block expanded
drilling by preventing a vote, they are now
attempting to block it by bringing up a bill
that is designed to fail.

News reports indicate that Democratic
leaders in Congress may plan to hold a vote
on a bill that would make us more dependent
on foreign oil and would likely make energy
costs go up, not down. This bill would raise
taxes on energy companies, which would re-
duce domestic production. This bill would
make the Nation more vulnerable to supply
shocks by tapping into our emergency supply
of oil, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. And
it would impose a rigid national mandate that
would increase electricity costs in States
where there are few renewable resources.

Democratic leaders know that these coun-
terproductive proposals will not become law.
Yet they seem ready to push this legislation
as a way to block offshore drilling while ap-
pearing to be in favor of it. They need to

stop standing in the way of expanding domes-
tic production and take meaningful steps now
to address the pain caused by high energy
prices.

I've proposed a comprehensive approach
to our energy problems that would permit
a range of new drilling options and encourage
the development of alternative resources. If
Democratic leaders will not approve this
comprehensive approach, the very least they
should do when they return in September
is to take action on three commonsense en-
ergy solutions that enjoy bipartisan support.

First, Congress should open the way for
environmentally responsible offshore explo-
ration on the Outer Continental Shelf. Ex-
perts believe that these areas could eventu-
ally produce nearly 10 years worth of Amer-
ica’s current annual oil production. This ex-
ploration is now banned by a provision in-
cluded in the annual interior appropriations
bill. When Congress returns, they should re-
move this restriction so we can get these vast
oil resources from the ocean floor to your
gas tank.

Second, Congress should expand access to
oil shale, a resource right here in America
that could produce the equivalent of more
than a century’s worth of imports at current
levels. Last year, however, Democratic lead-
ers pushed through legislation blocking oil
shale leasing on Federal lands. They should
lift that ban as soon as they return.

Third, Congress should extend renewable
power tax credits to spur the development
of alternative sources of energy like wind and
solar. They should make these credits long-
term and expand them to cover all forms of
low-emission power generation, including
nuclear power. Increasing production of low-
carbon electricity will help us reduce our ad-
diction to oil by allowing us to power a new
generation of plug-in hybrid and hydrogen-
powered vehicles.

There is bipartisan support in Congress for
all three of these measures. So, instead of
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spending the next month deadlocked on mat-
ters where Republicans and Democrats dis-
agree, Members of Congress should come to-
gether to pass legislation in these areas,
where there is agreement.

This Congress has been one of the most
unproductive on record. They've failed to ad-
dress the challenge of high gas prices. Mem-
bers still have time to take action on this vital
priority for the American people. They need
to send me a bill next month that I can sign,
so we can bring relief to drivers, small-busi-
ness owners, farmers and ranchers, and every
American affected by high prices at the
pump.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7 a.m. on
August 22 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 23. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 22 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Proclamation 8278—Women’s
Equality Day, 2008
August 22, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

With vision and determination, American
women have helped build our great Nation.
On Women’s Equality Day, we remember
the dedication of women who overcame
many obstacles in order to secure the right
to vote.

The struggle for women’s rights is a story
of strong women willing to take the lead and
pave the way toward equal voting rights for
all American citizens. In 1848, a group of
determined women came together in Seneca
Falls, New York, to proclaim that “all men
and women are created equal,” and demand
suffrage. On August 26, 1920, their voices
were finally heard, and the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution guaranteed women the
right to vote.

As we look back on the journey to women
gaining suffrage, we remember the sacrifices
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of people like Susan B. Anthony and Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton. More than 160 years
after the Seneca Falls Convention, we cele-
brate the spirit, leadership, and hard work
of those pioneering women. We also recog-
nize the women who continue in this tradi-
tion by acting as role models in their commu-
nities, helping raise the next generation of
Americans, leading in their professions, and
serving in the Armed Forces protecting our
country. These women are continuing on the
path set by those who came before them,
so that all Americans can realize the great
promise of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2008,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the
people of the United States to celebrate the
achievements of women and observe this day
with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:33 a.m., August 26, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 25, and it
was published in the Federal Register on August
27.

Statement on the Situation in
Georgia
August 25, 2008

I am deeply concerned by today’s appeal
to President Medvedev by Russia’s Federa-
tion Council and Duma, the upper and lower
Houses of Russia’s Parliament, to recognize
the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia as independent countries. I call on
Russia’s leadership to meet its commitments
and not recognize these separatist regions.

Georgia’s territorial integrity and borders
must command the same respect as every
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other nation’s, including Russia’s. Russia
agreed, when President Medvedev signed
the French-brokered cease-fire agreement,
to the opening of international discussions on
security and stability modalities in Abkhazia
and South Ossetia. This represents an inter-
nationally endorsed approach to these issues,
which recognition would undercut. Recogni-
tion would also be inconsistent with unani-
mously approved United Nations Security
resolutions that Russia has consistently voted
for in the past.

The United States will continue to stand
with the people of Georgia and their democ-
racy and to support its sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia.

Proclamation 8279—National
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month,
2008

August 25, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month is an opportunity to underscore our
commitment to fighting prostate cancer and
to raise awareness about this highly treatable
disease.

Prostate cancer is the second most com-
mon type of cancer found in men, and one
in six men will develop it during their life-
time. The cause of prostate cancer remains
unknown, but early detection can lead to bet-
ter treatment and increase the chances of
survival. It is important for men to talk to
their physicians about risk factors, preven-
tion, and preventive screenings.

My Administration remains committed to
helping America’s dedicated medical profes-
sionals learn more about the cause of pros-
tate cancer and develop new and better ways
to combat it. Since 2005, the Cancer Ge-
nome Atlas has studied the genetic sources
of all types of cancer. By supporting medical
research, conducting clinical trials, and de-
veloping new surgical techniques to help pa-
tients recover quickly, the National Institutes
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of Health, the National Cancer Institute, and
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion are helping lead the fight against pros-
tate cancer.

During National Prostate Cancer Aware-
ness Month, we remember those who lost
the battle against prostate cancer, and we
pray for their families and friends. We also
remember those living with prostate cancer,
celebrate the lives of survivors, and thank all
the medical professionals who aid in these
victories. By continuing our fight against this
disease, we will make our Nation a healthier
and more hopeful place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008
as National Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month. T call upon government officials,
businesses, communities, health care profes-
sionals, educators, and the people of the
United States to reaffirm our Nation’s strong
and ongoing commitment to the fight against
prostate cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 27, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 28.

Proclamation 8280—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 2008

August 25, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The opportunities of America make our
land a beacon of hope for people from every
corner of the world. America’s minority-
owned businesses contribute greatly to our
economy and the richness of our country.
During Minority Enterprise Development
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Week, we recognize minority entrepreneurs
and recommit ourselves to fostering an envi-
ronment where everyone can attain the
American dream.

In America, people’s dreams matter more
than their background. Across our country,
minority business owners are working hard
to achieve their goals and helping to extend
the promises of America to their fellow citi-
zens. These businesses and their employees
are vital contributors to our national pros-
perity.

My Administration has lowered taxes, sup-
ported pro-growth policies, and enacted an
economic stimulus package to encourage
small and medium-sized business growth. By
keeping more money in the hands of families
and small businesses, they can save, invest,
spend, and give back to their communities.
Our economy is resilient and dynamic be-
cause Americans are the most industrious,
creative, and enterprising people in the world
and because we believe in a free market
economy that rewards those qualities.

During Minority Enterprise Development
Week, we recognize the value minority en-
trepreneurs and their employees add to our
country. They are vital to our Nation’s eco-
nomic strength and an essential part of our
national heritage.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 31
through September 6, 2008, as Minority En-
terprise Development Week. I call upon all
Americans to celebrate this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities
to recognize the many contributions of our
Nation’s minority enterprises.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 27, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 28. The Office of the
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Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
version of this proclamation.

Memorandum on Potential Marine
Conservation Management Areas

August 25, 2008

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary
of Commerce, and the Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality

Subject: Potential Marine Conservation
Management Areas

The Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality has advised me there are ob-
jects of historic and scientific interest in areas
under the jurisdiction of the United States
that may be appropriate for recognition, pro-
tection, or improved conservation and man-
agement under available authorities includ-
ing by executive order or action under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.),
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq.), or the
Antiquities Act (16 U.S.C. 431). These ob-
jects include:

In the central Pacific, coral reefs, pin-
nacles, sea mounts, islands and sur-
rounding waters of Johnston Atoll,
Howland, Baker and Jarvis Islands,
Kingman Reef, Palmyra Atoll, Wake Is-
land, and Rose Atoll that are isolated
from  population  centers, mostly
uninhabited, and support endemic, de-
pleted, migratory, endangered and
threatened species of fish, giant clams,
crabs, marine mammals, sea turtles,
seabirds, migratory shorebirds and cor-
als that are rapidly vanishing elsewhere
in the world. The reefs in these areas
support unique localized upwelling-
based productivity, and two of the atolls
are repositories of the larvae of many
marine species transported from the
biodiversity-rich western Pacific.

In the western Pacific Ocean, the ma-
rine waters around the northern islands
of Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, including the Mariana
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Trench, that offer an exceptional and di-
verse collection of marine life and habi-
tat.

Please provide to me your assessment,
with relevant supporting information, includ-
ing the views of the territorial and local gov-
ernments and other interested parties, of the
advisability of providing additional recogni-
tion, protection or improved conservation
and management for objects of historic or
scientific interest at these islands, coral reefs,
geologic features and surrounding marine
waters.

Because Johnston Atoll and Wake Island
have supported active military bases, and the
other areas in the Pacific include areas of
strategic importance to the United States,
any measures your assessment recommends
should not limit the Department of Defense
from carrying out the mission of the various
branches of the military stationed or oper-
ating within the Pacific and shall be con-
sistent with freedom of navigation and inter-
national law. Please also consider cultural,
environmental, economic, and multiple use
implications of any imeasures you rec-
ommend, including the extent to which they
are compatible, if applicable, with sustaining
access to: (1) recreational and commercial
fishing; (2) energy and mineral resources;
and (3) opportunities for scientific study.

With respect to each of these areas, your
assessment should further identify whether
there are opportunities and mechanisms for
improved coordination of management
among relevant agencies in accordance with
Executive Order 13366 of December 17,
2004.

George W. Bush

Statement on the Situation in
Georgia
August 26, 2008

The United States condemns the decision
by the Russian President to recognize as
independent states the Georgian regions of
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. This decision
is inconsistent with numerous United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions that Russia
has voted for in the past, and is also incon-
sistent with the French-brokered six-point
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cease-fire agreement which President
Medvedev signed on August 12 [16] *, 2008.
The six-point agreement offered a peaceful
way forward to resolve the conflict. We ex-
pect Russia to live up to its international
commitments, reconsider this irresponsible
decision, and follow the approach set out in
the six-point agreement.

The territorial integrity and borders of
Georgia must be respected, just as those of
Russia or any other country. Russia’s action
only exacerbates tensions and complicates
diplomatic negotiations. In accordance with
United Nations Security Council resolutions
that remain in force, Abkhazia and South
Ossetia are within the internationally recog-
nized borders of Georgia, and they must re-
main so.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
version of this statement.

Proclamation 8281—National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
2008

August 26, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month, we remember those whose lives
have been affected by this deadly disease,
and we underscore our commitment to bat-
tling ovarian cancer for the sake of women
around the world.

Each year, thousands of American women
are diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Many will
lose their lives to this disease. Because ovar-
ian cancer is often diagnosed at an advanced
stage, it is vital for women to make regular
visits to their doctors for screenings and to
discuss risk factors and warning signs. Early
detection is the best way to help doctors diag-
nose cancer before it has a chance to spread.
It also makes treatment more effective and

* White House correction.
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increases the chances for survival. I encour-
age all women to learn more about preven-
tive measures and screening options that may
help to save their lives.

America leads the world in medical re-
search, and my Administration remains dedi-
cated to the fight against ovarian cancer. I
signed the “Gynecologic Cancer Education
and Awareness Act of 2005, or “Johanna’s
Law,” that helps to raise awareness among
women and health care providers about fe-
male reproductive cancers. Additionally, the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
are conducting important research to help
make the innovative advances we need in
order to eradicate this disease. NIH’s Cancer
Genome Atlas is also helping researchers
gain a greater understanding of the genetic
sources of cancer. Together, we will continue
building on our progress until there is a cure
for cancer. As we observe National Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Month, we honor those
who have fought this disease. We also recog-
nize the compassionate caregivers, doctors,
and researchers who are dedicated to pre-
venting, detecting, and treating ovarian can-
cer.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008
as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness
Month. I call upon government officials,
businesses, communities, health care profes-
sionals, educators, volunteers, and the people
of the United States to continue our Nation’s
strong commitment to preventing and treat-
ing ovarian cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 29.
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Proclamation 8282—National
Preparedness Month, 2008

August 26, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Preparedness Month, we
underscore the important responsibility
Americans have to be ready for emergencies
in our homes, businesses, and communities.

The Department of Homeland Security’s
Ready campaign highlights preparedness
steps, including having an emergency supply
kit, making a family emergency plan, and be-
coming informed about different types of
emergencies. After preparing themselves and
their families, Americans can take the next
step and get involved in helping to prepare
their communities for all types of emer-
gencies. For more information, citizens may
visit www.ready.gov and citizencorps.gov.

During National Preparedness Month, we
also honor our Nation’s police officers, fire-
fighters, and emergency personnel for their
hard work and commitment to protecting
others. As first responders, they have dem-
onstrated the true meaning of heroism by
taking great risks to safeguard our commu-
nities, and all Americans are grateful for their
efforts.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008
as National Preparedness Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to recognize
the importance of preparing for potential
emergencies and to observe this month by
participating in appropriate events, activities,
and preparedness programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2008]
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NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 29. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
version of this proclamation.

Proclamation 8283—National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction
Recovery Month, 2008

August 27, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Substance abuse is an unrelenting evil that
destroys lives, ruins families, and endangers
neighborhoods. During National Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we empha-
size our commitment to alcohol and drug ad-
diction prevention. This month is also an op-
portunity to recognize those who have had
the courage to combat and overcome addic-
tion.

Alcohol and drug abuse require an aggres-
sive response. My Administration will con-
tinue to help educate our children through
the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Cam-
paign. This Campaign urges parents and
adults to safeguard our young people from
the abuse of prescription drugs, focuses on
random drug-testing in schools and in the
workplace, and creates drug-free community
coalitions. First Lady Laura Bush leads the
Helping America’s Youth initiative, which as-
sists our youth in making healthy life choices
through the participation of caring adults in
their lives. The dedicated efforts of families,
teachers, law enforcement, faith-based
groups, and community activists are all im-
portant.

We are also working to reduce the supply
of illegal drugs coming into our country and
fighting demand here at home. In order to
disrupt the market for illegal drugs, the Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy report has co-
ordinated law enforcement efforts through-
out our Nation to help dismantle channels
of distribution, and we are also working with
foreign governments to eradicate the traf-

ficking of illegal drugs.
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Too many of our citizens have been swept
up in a cycle of addiction. Through faith-
based and community groups, we have revo-
lutionized the way we help people break the
chains of addiction. The Access to Recovery
program provides addicts with vouchers so
that they can attend the treatment center of
their choice. Our Nation’s armies of compas-
sion have helped nearly 200,000 clients redis-
cover their dignity and purpose through this
program.

During National Alcohol and Drug Addic-
tion Recovery Month and throughout the
year, we underscore the worthy mission of
confronting substance abuse. This year’s
theme, “Join the Voices of Recovery: Real
People, Real Recovery,” highlights the im-
portance of providing hope and love to those
who are trying to overcome drug and alcohol
addiction and rebuild their lives. For more
information on how to help fellow citizens
and continue building a stronger community,
visit recoverymonth. gov.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Re-
covery Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this month with the
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 29. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
version of this proclamation.



1160

Proclamation 8284—National Days
of Prayer and Remembrance, 2008

August 28, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance, we pay special tribute to the
thousands of innocent victims who died on
September 11, 2001. Our Nation honors the
brave citizens, service members, police offi-
cers, and firefighters who heroically re-
sponded in the face of terror. On these im-
portant days, we reflect on the terrible events
of September 11, 2001, and lift the victims
and their families in our prayers.

Our Nation will never forget the individ-
uals who lost their lives in New York, Penn-
sylvania, and at the Pentagon. America re-
mains inspired by the countless acts of kind-
ness and sacrifice we saw that day—fearless
rescuers who rushed toward danger, a be-
loved priest who died helping others, two of-
fice workers who carried a disabled person
68 floors to safety.

We also pray for the safety and success
of the members of our Armed Forces now
serving freedom’s cause. We seek God’s
grace on their families, and commit to Heav-
en’s care those brave men and women He
has called home. We ask the Almighty to
watch over America and pray for His provi-
dence and continued blessings on our coun-
try. May He always guide the United States
of America. As we defend our country against
its enemies, we pray for help in protecting
the gift of freedom from those who seek to
destroy it, and we ask the Almighty to
strengthen all those securing liberty on dis-
tant shores.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 5, through Sunday, September 7,
2008, as National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance. I ask that the people of the
United States and their places of worship
mark these National Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance with memorial services, the ring-
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ing of bells, and evening candlelight remem-
brance vigils. I also invite all people across
the world to share in these Days of Prayer
and Remembrance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 29, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 2.

Executive Order 13471—Further
Amendments to Executive Order
13285, President’s Council on
Service and Civic Participation

August 28, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, and in order to increase the
membership and extend the duration of the
President’s Council on Service and Civic Par-
ticipation, it is hereby ordered that Executive
Order 13285 of January 29, 2003, as amend-
ed, is further amended as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 is amended by adding
at the end of section 1 the following new
subsection: “(c) To conduct and vote on offi-
cial business during meetings, the Council
must convene a quorum of at least 10 Coun-
cil members.”

Sec. 2. Section 4(b) is amended to read:
“(b) Unless further extended by the Presi-
dent, this order shall expire on June 30,
2009.”

Sec. 3. Section 4 is amended by adding
at the end thereof the following new sub-
section:

“(c) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States,
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its departments, agencies, or entities, its offi-
cers, employees, or agents, or any other per-
son.”

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 28, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 29, 2008]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on September 2.

Memorandum on Emergency Fund
Drawdown To Assist Georgian
Victims of Conflict

August 28, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-25

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Emergency Fund Drawdown to
Assist Georgian Victims of Conflict

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
including sections 2 and 4(a)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962 (the
“Act”), as amended, (22 U.S.C. 2601 and
2603) and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code:

(1) I hereby determine, pursuant to sec-
tion 2(c)(1) of the Act, that it is important
to the national interest to furnish assistance
under the Act, in an amount not to exceed
$5.75 million from the United States Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assistance
Fund, for the purpose of meeting unex-
pected and urgent refugee and migration
needs, including by contributions to inter-
national, governmental, and nongovern-
mental organizations and payment of admin-
istrative expenses of the Bureau of Popu-
lation, Refugees, and Migration of the De-
partment of State, related to the humani-
tarian needs of conflict victims and those dis-
placed by recent violence in Georgia.

(2) T hereby assign to you the functions
of the President in relation to this memo-
randum under section 2(d) of the Act, and
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of establishing terms and conditions under
section 2(c)(1) of the Act, and you may fur-
ther assign such functions to your subordi-
nates, consistent with applicable law.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Certain Terrorist Attacks

August 28, 2008

Consistent with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency I declared on September 14, 2001, in
Proclamation 7463, with respect to the ter-
rorist attacks at the World Trade Center,
New York, New York, the Pentagon, and
aboard United Airlines flight 93, and the con-
tinuing and immediate threat of further at-
tacks on the United States.

Because the terrorist threat continues, the
national emergency declared on September
14, 2001, and the powers and authorities
adopted to deal with that emergency, must
continue in effect beyond September 14,
2008. Therefore, I am continuing in effect
for an additional year the national emergency
I declared on September 14, 2001, with re-
spect to the terrorist threat.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 28, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 29, 2008]

NoOTE: This notice will be published in the Federal
Register on September 2.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Certain
Terrorist Attacks

August 28, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, I
have sent to the Federal Register the en-
closed notice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the terrorist attacks
on the United States of September 11, 2001,
is to continue in effect for an additional year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
in effect after September 14, 2008, the na-
tional emergency with respect to the terrorist
threat.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Certifying Exports to the People’s
Republic of China

August 28, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:  (Dear Mr.
President:)

In accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999 (Public Law 105-261), I hereby certify
that the export to the People’s Republic of
China of one two-inch fluid energy mill for
the research and development of pharma-
ceutical powders and ten accelerometers for
incorporation into railway geometry meas-
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urement systems is not detrimental to the
United States space launch industry, and that
the material and equipment, including any
indirect technical benefit that could be de-
rived from such exports, will not measurably
improve the missile or space launch capabili-
ties of the People’s Republic of China.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of
Tanzania

August 29, 2008

President Bush. It is such an honor to
welcome a man I've come to admire a lot
to the Oval Office, President Kikwete of Tan-
zania. He comes representing a great coun-
try; he also comes representing the African
Union. And therefore, we've had a wide-
ranging discussion about our bilateral rela-
tions, as well as the President’s kindly giving
me a briefing on how he sees the different
situations and opportunities on the continent
of Africa.

Laura and I will never forget our trip to
your country. First of all, it's a beautiful
country. The people were so gracious and
so friendly. And I came back to America tell-
ing our fellow citizens how proud they would
have been to have seen the outpouring of
affection for the American people, as a result
of the American people’s generosity in such
matters as education or HIV/AIDS or the
President’s Malaria Initiative.

I am confident in saying to the American
people that your money is being spent wisely
and compassionately in Tanzania. And a lot
of it has to do with the leadership of the
President. He stood up and said, “We've got
a problem, and I'm going to take the lead.”
And his Government has been responsive to
the needs of the people.

And, Mr. President, I can’t thank you
enough, on behalf of the American people,
for your compassion and your leadership.
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I also am looking forward to continuing
our discussions on issues like Zimbabwe or
Darfur. These are issues that the President
is most familiar with. It’s the President—
issues in which he has got good judgment
about how to proceed on these matters.

And so, Mr. President, it is with great
pleasure that I welcome you here to the Oval
Office.

President Kikwete. Thank you. Well,
thank you, President. First, I thank you for
the invitation. It’s an honor for me; it’s an
honor for Tanzania; it’s an honor for Africa.
Well, I came here to say thank you very much
on behalf of the people of Africa, on behalf
of the people of Tanzania. You have done
so much for Africa

President Bush. Thank you.

President Kikwete. so much for Tan-
zania. When you compare, no U.S. President
has done so much for Africa and for Tanzania
as you have done.

AGOA has been extended. It extends the
horizons of the possibilities of economic
growth in Africa. PEPFAR is helping us tack-
le the HIV/AIDS scourge. Many lives—
many, many children now who were—who
would have been orphaned are no longer or-
phaned because of that. PMI has helped us
so much in the fight against malaria. Many
innocent lives of children—women and chil-
dren—are being saved. And Tanzania is one
of those examples of the great successes of
PMI.

Malaria in Zanzibar has almost been—is
being eliminated now. In the past, there used
to be 50 percent cases being reported in hos-
pital; now it’s only 1 percent that’s been re-
ported in hospital, thanks to PMI.

And there are a number—of course, our
biggest challenge now in Zanzibar is how to
sustain that success, because only 20 miles
on the mainland, in Dar es Salaam, malaria
is still there. So if people go to Zanzibar with
malaria, then the problem is—our biggest
challenge is how to sustain it. And we are
working together with the PMI and CDC on
how to respond to this kind of situations.

Of course, with the MCA, again, the sup-
port you've given us to infrastructure devel-
opment in the country, it's again—it helps
us build the capacity, to tackle poverty and

inland development in the country.
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So all that I can say really—I came here
to say thank you so much for the support.
Well of course, you saw it yourself when you
came home, how the people came in huge
numbers

President Bush. They were.

President Kikwete. huge numbers. I
was even amazed when they poured in the
streets. There the issue was really to express
their appreciation to you and to the people
of the United States for the generous support
that you have been extending to our country.

Of course, we discussed the issues on the
continent. We again—we thank you for your
leadership. We'll continue to work together.
Zimbabwe is a common problem. Darfur is
a common problem. We are in the frontline.
But of course, when those of us who are on
the frontline always look toward—look to the
rear—({laughter]—to continue to support us.
And there has been such extraordinary sup-
port of us in the continent.

We continue to work together.

President Bush. Thank you.

President Kikwete. 1 thank you, Presi-
dent.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Selection of
Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska as
Republican Vice Presidential
Candidate

August 29, 2008

Today Senator McCain made an exciting
decision in choosing Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin to join him on his ticket as the Vice
Presidential candidate. Governor Palin is a
proven reformer who is a wise steward of
taxpayer dollars and champion for account-
ability in government. Governor Palin’s suc-
cess is due to her dedication to principle and
her roll-up-your-sleeves work ethic and
serves as a wonderful example of the spirit
of America. By selecting a working mother
with a track record of getting things done,
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Senator McCain has once again dem-
onstrated his commitment to reforming
Washington.

I applaud Senator McCain for selecting
Governor Palin. This decision is yet another
example of why the American people can
trust him to make wise decisions and to con-
fidently lead this country.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Message on the Observance of Labor
Day
August 29, 2008

I send greetings to all Americans cele-
brating Labor Day 2008.

In America, all citizens have an oppor-
tunity to forge their own paths forward, and
their success is limited only by the size of
their ~dreams. From engineering to
healthcare and from small businesses to edu-
cation, the American people are the most in-
dustrious, enterprising, and productive in the
world. These talented and innovative workers
provide for their families and play a vital role
in building a more prosperous future for our
country. By trusting in the ingenuity and cre-
ativity of America’s risk-takers and dreamers,
our country will remain the most vibrant,
hopeful, and dynamic around the globe.

Each year on Labor Day, we honor the
dedicated men and women of our Nation’s
workforce. Their determined efforts add to
the strength and vitality of our country and
build a brighter future for America.

Laura and I send our best wishes.

George W. Bush

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this message.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this message.

Message on the Observance of
Ramadan

August 29, 2008

I send greetings to Muslims observing
Ramadan in America and around the globe.
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The holy month of Ramadan is a special
time of prayer, fasting, and service. For Mus-
lims, these days commemorate the revelation
of God’s word to the prophet Muhammad
in the form of the Qur’an.

I thank the men and women of the Muslim
community for their contributions to Amer-
ica. Your love of family, and gratitude to God
have strengthened the moral fabric of our
country. Our Nation is stronger and more
hopeful because of the generosity, talents,
and compassion of our Muslim citizens.

Laura and I send our best wishes. Rama-
dan Mubarak.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 23

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

August 24

The President declared a major disaster in
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Tropical Storm Fay beginning
on August 18 and continuing.

August 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President hosted the
100 Degree Club run.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Governor Charlie
Crist of Florida to discuss damage and recov-
ery efforts in the areas struck by Tropical
Storm Fay.
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August 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with several senior offi-
cials.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Mikheil
Saakashvili of Georgia to discuss the situation
in Georgia.

August 27

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC. Later, he
was briefed on Tropical Storm Gustav.

In the evening, the President had dinner
with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.

August 28

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he was briefed on
Tropical Storm Gustav.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Secretary of Home-
land Security Michael Chertoff concerning
Tropical Storm Gustav.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Martin
Torrijos Espino of Panama to the White
House on September 17.

August 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in a bill signing ceremony for
H.R. 6580, the Hubbard Act. He then had
a telephone conversation with Governor
Sarah Palin of Alaska to congratulate her on
her selection as the Republican Vice Presi-
dential candidate.

During the day, the President was briefed
on Hurricane Gustav.

In the evening, at the Marine Barracks,
the President participated in the evening pa-
rade.

The President declared an emergency in
Louisiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts due to
the emergency conditions resulting from
Hurricane Gustav beginning on August 27
and continuing.

1165

The President declared an emergency in
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local response efforts due to the
emergency conditions resulting from Hurri-
cane Gustav beginning on August 27 and
continuing.

The President announced the designation
of the following individuals as members of
a Presidential delegation to attend the open-
ing ceremony of the Paralympic games in
Beijing, China, on September 6: James B.
Peake (head of delegation); Clark T. Randt,
Jr.; Kirk Bauer; Jean Driscoll; Lt. Col. Greg-
ory Gadson, USA; Kevin Szott; and Trischa
Zorn.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert B. Eley to be Commis-
sioner of the Mississippi River Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dave Heineman to be a member
of the Board of Trustees of the Harry S. Tru-
man Scholarship Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as U.S.
Commissioners of the U.S. section of the Pa-
cific Salmon Commission: David Bedford;
Jeffrey P. Koenings; Onley Patt, Jr.; and
Gregory Schildwatcher.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 24

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Florida
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Released August 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Tony Fratto

Released August 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Tony Fratto

Released August 27

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Tony Fratto

Released August 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
President Martin Torrijos of the Republic of
Panama
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Released August 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 6580

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Louisiana

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Texas

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved August 29

H.R. 6580 / Public Law 110-317
Hubbard Act



